PASSPORTS FOR ALL EQUINES
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THE NORTHERN IRELAND HORSE BOARD

is a DEFRA & DARD

Approved Passport Issuing Organisation

Office Details
Opening Hours: 9am-1pm Monday to Friday

Northern Ireland Horse Board,

The Meadows Equestrian Centre, Embankment Road, Lurgan, 
Co Armagh BT66 6NE

Tel (028) 3834 3355
Fax (028) 3832 5332 
Email:  info@horseboard.org
Website: www.nihorseboard.org

For residents of the Republic of Ireland please contact Horse Sport Ireland 00353 (0) 45 850800
DOES YOUR ANIMAL HAVE A PASSPORT? 

IF NOT WHY NOT?

Did you know with affect from 28th February 2005 all Equines: Horses, Ponies, Donkeys, Mules and even Jack Asses need to have a passport.

With effect from 1st July 2009 all animals being registered require to be micro chipped.

The legislation also requires the following: -

· Owners of animals without passports face a fine of up to £5000 per animal.
· Change of owner must be recorded on the passport within 30 days of purchase.

· Foals must be registered by 6 mths of age or before 31st December in their year of birth, which ever comes first.  
· Horses without passports cannot be sold, moved to a new keeper, to competitions, to stud or moved out of Northern Ireland.

· If a horse dies the passport must be returned to the Issuing Authority within 30 days of death.

· Once passport has been signed that animal is “not intended for slaughter for human consumption” this cannot be overturned.

· Replacement passports, issued where a passport has been lost/destroyed, should automatically exclude the animal for slaughter for human consumption.
GENERAL INFORMATION

If you sign your passport that the animal is NOT intended for slaughter for human consumption your veterinary surgeon can continue to treat the animal as in the past. If however the passport is not signed in the Medicinal Treatment or Section B is completed where it states the animal IS intended for slaughter for human consumption veterinary treatments are restricted and all treatments must be recorded in section B. 

This is to comply with new legislation being introduced throughout Europe and is introduced in an attempt to protect the human food chain in Europe
Don’t forget.

If you buy a horse/pony it should come with a valid passport.
If microchipped please check the microchip in the horse is the same as microchip recorded in the passport.
Passports should be available at all times in case of

emergency veterinary treatment.

DOES YOUR HORSE HAVE A PASSPORT?

IF YES, you should contact who ever issued the passport to check if it conforms to the new E.C. legislation. The passport should contain a section titled “Medicinal Treatment Record” normally found at the back of the passport. This is where you have to sign the declaration that your horse “is intended OR is not intended, for slaughter for human consumption”. If this is missing from your passport you should contact the Issuing Authority to have the passport updated.

For example if your horse is registered with the Irish Horse Register i.e. has green, blue or red (competition) IHR passport and contains Medicinal Treatment Record (at the back of the passport following page 30 and before Breeding History) it conforms to the new legislation regarding passports for all equines and you need do nothing more, other than ensure you have been recorded in the passport, as the current owner. 

If, however, your IHR passport does not have the “Medicinal Treatment” pages you should return it to the NIHB office and we will update it for you. If you have Irish Horse Register Foal Identification papers i.e. a flimsy marking chart in a clear plastic sleeve, please contact the Horse Board office for an application form, which includes a marking chart, for an adult passport to meet the new E.C. regulations. 

If residents of Great Britain and Northern Ireland have any queries regarding Irish Horse Register passports you can contact the Northern Ireland Horse Board. 

All Irish Horse Register passports issued in the last few years conform to E.C. standards. 

If your horse does not have a passport there are a number of options for you to consider.  

Do nothing and risk a £5000 fine   OR    get a passport.  

Be aware - buy the passport, which best suits you and your horse for the long term.

Passports can be obtained from a number of authorities licensed to issue horse passports. These range in price from £15 - £65 stg. please ensure you apply for the type of passport, which suits you best, and remember what appears the cheapest may not be the best value for money in the long run.   

Some things to be aware of: - 

· Some passports are issued for a very nominal fee but require an annual fee.  
· Horses are only permitted one passport. However other organisations may endorse the existing passport. 
· We would recommend selecting an established issuing authority which has issued passports for a long number of years; it’s more likely to be around for the foreseeable future. 
· Some issuing authorities allowed owners, rather than a veterinary surgeon, to complete markings charts. (This was revoked by DEFRA 31st January 2004) These passports may no longer be accepted as a reliable form of identification. 

· For competition, some bodies require horses to be registered with a specific register, ensure the passport you buy is compatible.

· If you are intending to breed with your mare remember; to register a foal, with pedigree, “Mum” & “Dad” need to be registered in the same stud book, again ensure the passport you buy is compatible with the studbook you intend to register your foals with.  
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