THE  NORTHERN  IRELAND HORSE BOARD 

 is a DEFRA & DARD  

Approved Passport Issuing Organisation

If you are intending to breed with your mare remember: -

To register a foal with full pedigree “Mum” & “Dad” need to be registered in the same stud book, therefore make sure the passport you get is compatible with the stud book you intend to register your foal with and will give your foal the breed code it needs to compete in later years.  

Office Details

Part-time office Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9.00-1.00 

Northern Ireland Horse Board, 

23 Ballykeigle Road, Comber, Co Down, BT23 5SD

Tel 028 97 528324. Fax 028 97 528500

Website: www.nihorsebaord.org

Email:  charlotte@nihorseboard.org
27 07 06

Registration
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Understanding IHR Registration.

With the legislation requiring all horses to have passports its more important than ever to ensure you get the right passport for your horse for life. This is especially important for a mare which you might wish to breed from in later life.  

IMPORTANT   
Only horses registered in the IHR Studbook can compete under the ISH Breed Code.

In future you may not be able to change registers.

To maintain our status as a recognised Studbook, there are certain criteria which we must adhere to. 

For example:- Animals must be born into the main stud book., i.e. animals with “green mum & green dad” will automatically get a green passport. Likewise animals with “blue mum & blue dad” will get a blue book. 

However there are circumstances where you can breed up, e.g. if you breed a Supplementary mare (blue passport) to a Fully Approved stallion (green passport) and get a filly, while she will get a blue passport, if you cross her to a Fully Approved (green book) sire then at this third generation the resulting foal will get into the main stud book (green passport). 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Stallion Classifications

There are three mains sections for stallions:- Fully Approved,  S1 and  S2. 

S1 & S2 are subdivided into Section 1 & 2 and Supplementary 1 & 2.

Fully Approved  (Green Passports)

Stallions passed inspection for performance, conformation and soundness.

S1 - Section 1 or Supplementary 1  

Stallions who have pasted for soundness but have not reached high enough standard in performance and or conformation. (S1P  not a classification, are  S1  Stallions recommended for performance testing).

S2 -  Section 2 or Supplementary 2

Stallions who have failed their veterinary inspection

or stallions without pedigree. 

Section
Section  refers to stallions that were born into the IHR Main Studbook.

Supplementary
Supplementary  are stallions born outside the IHR Main Stud book.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Passport Classifications

Within the Irish Horse Register there are a number of categories: -

Main Stud Book    



Green passports

Section A of Main Stud Book     

Green passports

Section B of Main Stud Book   

Blue passports

Supplementary section of Main S/B     
Blue passports

Registration    Only  


           White passports

Donkeys     




Yellow passports

Competition Only     



Red Passports 

(mainly geldings from other studbooks)

Simplified Colour Code    

Colours refer to colour of sire and dams’  passports and what colour of passport the resulting foal will get. This is a generalisation and like most things there may be a few exceptions. 

Stallion
+
Mare

=

Progeny
Green 

+
Green

=

Green

Green

+
Blue

=

Blue


Green

+
White

=

Blue 

Blue

+
Blue

=

Blue

Blue

+
Green

=

Blue

Blue

+
White

=

White

White 

+
White

=

White

White

+
Green

=

Blue

White

+
Blue

=

White


Special Note: - Only animals born into the Irish Horse Register Studbook can compete under the ISH breed code. Foals registered with other studbooks will compete under the breed code of studbook they were first registered with i.e. AES, KWPN,WNTB etc.  

Inspection for acceptance as an ISH.

Animals with white passports are eligible for inspection for acceptance into the Supplementary section of the Irish Horse Register Studbook (blue passports) providing they have the characteristics of an Irish Sport Horse. White passports are registration papers only and these animals are not included in the IHR Studbook. 

Endorsement of an existing passport.

By law horses are only allowed one passport. However horses who are already registered in their own studbook can have their passports endorsed and given an IHR number, this is like dual nationality, but they will continue to be recognised by their original breed code.  

IHR endorsement enables mares from another studbook that are covered by an IHR stallion to have their foals registered within the IHR studbook.

Replacement/Duplicate Passport

If an IHR passport has been lost a duplicate passport can be applied for by contacting the office. 

Change of Ownership

By law,  passports should be returned to Horse Board office for change of ownership to be recorded within 30 days of purchase, with fee of £5. 
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